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TJ ICHARD SOUTHWELL BOURKE, first styled Lord
J-V Naas and later 6th Earl of Mayo, was born on 21st
February 1822 In Dublin, the eldest son of Robert Bourke,
afterwards 5th Earl, by Anne Charlotte, only daughter of
the Hon. John Jocelyn, fourth son of Rober^ 1st Earl of
Roden. The Bourkes, formerly de Burghs, were an ancient
Irish family established in Mayo and Kildare, who had
been raised to the Irish peerage in 1781. Robert Bourke,
son of a Bishop of Waterford and grandson of an Arch-
bishop of Dublin, was a strong evangelical; while his wife
was equally devoted to religion.
Richard Bourke spent his early years at Hayes in
Heath, where he became a good shot and rider. His
parents were not well off; so he was educated at home and
took his degree at Trinity College, Dublin, without going
into residence. At the age of twenty-three he went on a
short trip to Russia and wrote a thoughtful and successful
book about his travels. Two years later he took an active
part in relief work during the Irish famine, when for months
he almost lived in the saddle; and in 1847 he was elected
M.P. for Kildare, where he had become well known and
popular. He then spent some time in London, "a very
young man with a fine bearing, one of the best walteers
in town and made much of." In Ireland he was an
active sportsman, farmer and horse-breeder.
IE Parliament he spoke seldom at first, and only about
things he knew. "No discussion/' said Lord Derby,
"could be so dry but he could enliven it with unforced
humour which was one of his greatest characteristics*"
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